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Fullpaper:
 The author’s outburst is against the modern dictatorial attitudes of the nation states and the people’s chauvinism, which is responsible for the separation and isolation of the people world over and its perpetration of untold miseries. The nationalism has undergone tremendous change and is responsible for the birth of imperialist forces. The author had held out against both the nationalism and the borders that are result of it.
	In order to lend force to this theme and make it more prominent the novelist has skipped a step and gone on to proclaim that these borders don’t exist at all. The characters of the novel, be it Tha’mma, Ila, Tridib or the narrator realize it sooner or later the truth of it. Tridib sets the ball rolling and his story ‘of a man in love with a woman across the seas at a time when Europe was a better place without borders’ continues to hold the charm though it is never told. The world existed with its beautiful colours, peace and amity in the mind of Tridib. It came so natural and spontaneous to him that there was no place for the petty demarcations. 
	Any of our attempts to cause dissension or isolation between the people is not only met with futility but can also be responsible for the butchery and mutilation of mankind, cannot be explained better than The Shadow Lines. In many cases the division or partition is decided by a few people in power but that cannot always represent the voice of the people in power but that cannot always represent the voice of the people. People at large don’t understand the complexity or the jargon of political overtunes. They remain attached to their people on either side of the border and there exists a good rapport between the teo. Sometimes the relations and the dependence on each other increase after they have drawn their lines. Then what is the need of all that carnage that is associated with it? This is the question, which The Shadow Lines raises and it merits explanation that is very hard to give.
	Roby, the brother of Tridib very precisely carves the niche when he states his bitter experience of Dakha where he was trapped by the people who were on a killing spree and where he was the witness to the cruel murder of three people one of whom happened to be his brother. The excessive sense of patriotism but leads to jingoism; and people are going crazy to establish or maintain a separate identity. They have lost their sense of co-operation and tribal nature of their society where they lived happily with one another in consonance with nature. Not only India but also many countries in the world are torn apart by the terrorist and secessionist forces. The reason-they want to get free. But does it really give freedom. If it does, then as of today there are hundreds of movements going around the world, into how many narrow segments can the world be divided? Even if it is done, it cannot set the people free. Roby is there in England and the waiter of a restaurant just asked him how he so well remembered Jindabahar locality. This leaves him uneasy and he quits the place unable to keep his cool; and drags two cigarettes to give him the unable to keep his cool; and drags two cigarettes to give him the psychological relief. He remembers it so well because it was the place where his brother was butchered. Even 17 years later a remark about the locality sets him shaking like a leaf. And he is quite right to state that if freedom was possible Tridib’s death would have set him free but no; not even after 17 years.
	Tha’mma is also unable to keep her senses together and she says that she will come home to Dhaka instead of saying she would go to that place. It is the effect of same memory, which cannot be effaced or divided. Her place of birth remains distinctly marked where it existed. The human attempt to isolate does not take an easy course.
	That the borders are also the perpetrators of the violence and hatred is also the theme of the Shadow Lines. They are potently equipped with the devices that are capable of initiating the process of annihilation. The riots in Dhaka and Calcutta in the novel are the belated example of the partition of India, which went unprecedented soon after India was divided. It was a stinking slaughter of men, women and children alike where they were not only attacked and ripped open by the knives but also battered to death by stones, bricks and hockey sticks. The trains came loaded with maimed and mutilated bodies. Approximately five lakh people were sacrificed on the altar of partition by unofficial records. It has been termed as the greatest divorce ever chronicled on the books of History.
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